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Course Description:

In the twenty-first century, networks of trade, information and migration crisscross the globe. As a result, people make choices in their everyday lives that stem from (and impact) the lives of many others in distant territories. Although national states remain the official forum for making political decisions, globalization has politicized a whole host of choices that stretch beyond the geographic and political boundaries of the nation-state. Awareness of those realities has led some scholars to argue that we are entering a post-national era in which non-state actors and organizations are becoming more powerful and important to the global order. This course examines the roles and responsibilities of the average person as a citizen of the world in the twenty-first century. Students will learn to inform themselves about global issues by using a variety of traditional and non-traditional media. We will examine select topics that highlight the limits of national politics, such as environmental activism, natural disaster relief efforts and diaspora communities.

Teaching and Learning Methods:

This course is designed to emphasize student-centered investigation. The instructor will present and explain key concepts at the beginning of each unit. Students are then challenged to conduct independent research to investigate subjects that illustrate those core concepts. For each topic we study, students should be guided by their own interests and know that the teacher will gladly consider alternatives to any suggested assignment. 
Required Texts:

· Various primary and secondary sources 

· Distributed in class and made available on course website
· Discovered by students in the course of their research

Units of Study: 

· Essential Concepts

· Globalization, National and Supranational Sovereignty, Post-Nationalism
· “We Went to War in Order to be Heard”: Subcomandante Marcos, NAFTA & the Zapatista Movement 
· Neo-Liberal Capitalism, IMF, World Bank, WTO

· Tijuana-San Diego: Migration & Conurbation on the US-Mexico Border
· Diaspora, Borderlands Theory, Conurbation

· We are the World to Wyclef Jean: Natural Disasters, Pop Culture & Relief Efforts
· Direct Foreign Aid
· Genetically Modified: Monsanto, the Green Revolution & the Local/Organic Foods Movement
· GMOs, Green Revolution, Health & Environmental Consciousness
· The Whale Wars: Japanese Whalers & the Sea Shepherd in Antarctica
· Eco-Terrorism, Corporate Identity
Grading:

Each quarter, your grade will be determined by three major assignments and your class participation (equally weighted). The major assignments will include a variety of options, but each quarter you will produce one written work, one oral presentation and one technical project. Each major assignment will be supported by documented research. Students may elect to work together on a shared topic, but will be responsible for distinct components and graded individually. The list of options below is illustrative, but in no way exhaustive.
· Participation – (25%) A classroom is a learning community. You are expected to contribute to that community by sharing your thoughts and ideas. This vital component of the learning process will be evaluated in two parts. Grading of discussion and group work are inherently more subjective than homework and reading responses.

· Participation in class discussions and group work


· Regular homework assignments

· Written work – (25%) 4-5 page minimum
· Position paper, editorial commentary, press release

· Oral presentation – (25%) Must be delivered to an external audience.
· Speech, radio address or interview, lead a small group discussion/debate
· Technical project – (25%) Should have some basic proficiency to begin.
· Science experiment, multimedia project (film or website), artistic rendition (painting, sculpture, recorded music)
